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It was such an honor and privilege to have won and received
the IPBA Best Paper Prize during the 2013 IPBA Annual
Meeting and Conference held in Seoul, Korea. Aside from the
obvious pride that winning such a prestigious award brings, it
was a thrill to have been given the prize during the gala dinner
where colleagues and mentors hailing from different parts of
the world and who are all distinguished and accomplished in
their respective fields were present. It was definitely a very
memorable experience, one that I will not easily forget.

What made receiving the prize sweeter was the fact that I
almost did not finish my paper on time. I became terribly busy
with several projects a few weeks before the submission
deadline. Although I had already done the research, written
majority of the paper, and was merely completing the article, I
had a hard time trying to find the opportunity to write the
remaining parts of the paper and finalize it. Nevertheless,
during those weeks and days leading up to the deadline, I
made up my mind to finish the paper in the hope that it would
make my attendance at the annual conference more
memorable. So I worked on my paper at night and during
early mornings when everything was quieter and not as busy.
On the day of the deadline, I finished my paper early in the
moming and was ready to make my submission by the start of
office hours.

I must admit that since the submission deadline was several
months before the annual conference, and since I did not hear
anything from the committee after they acknowledged receipt
of my paper, I thought I had not won the prize. I was under the
impression that, if I had won the prize, the committee would
have surely informed me prior to the date of the conference.
Imagine my surprise and excitement then when, upon my
arrival in Seoul, I was told that my paper had been chosen as
the best paper by the committee. I remember having an
embarrassingly big smile on my face the whole night!
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Looking back, I am quite happy that I resolved to finish my
paper despite my busy schedule during those weeks leading
to the deadline. Antitrust is a very timely and popular topic
that a lot of people and policy makers want to learn more and
read about it. In doing the research and writing the paper, I
learned and gained a lot. On top of this, I was also able to
prove to myself that I am capable of accomplishing tasks
that I did not think I had the time or energy for.

I would like to end this by extending my gratitude and
thanks to the IPBA Paper Selection Committee for judging
my paper worthy of the prize, and to my colleagues at Oh-
Ebashi LPC & Partners who I know are equally proud and
honored of my having received the IPBA best paper award.
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