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Suresh Divyanathan
Drew & Napier LLC (Singapore)

The 19" Annual IPBA Conference was held
in Manila, Philippines, from 29" April to 2™ May
2009. Some IPBA members were initially concerned
about the organization of the conference when little
was heard about the conference details even in
January 2009. However, | am happy to report that
those fears were unfounded as the conference itself
proceeded smoothly and everyone who attended was
reasonably pleased.

The conference venue was the Sofitel
Philippine Plaza Hotel which is a relatively new hotel
built on reclaimed land, facing Manila Bay. The
Welcome Reception was scheduled to take place in
the gardens by the hotel swimming pool, giving a nice
view of Manila Bay by sunset. However, due to
inclement weather, the Welcome Reception had to be
moved to the hotel ballroom indoors. That change of
venue mattered little in the end because the highlight
of every welcome reception is seeing old friends again
and meeting new friends amongst the IPBA delegates.

Filipinos are well known for their artistic and
creative skills, especially in the performing arts. It was
therefore no surprise that at every dinner during the
conference, there were professional singers and
cultural performances. In fact Mr. Jimmy Yim S.C.
(delegate from Singapore) and his wife Mrs. Cynthia
Yim (herself a Filipino), wasted little time in joining
the band on the stage of the Welcome Reception and
singing a few songs to everyone’s delight.

Those of us who have close friends amongst
the Japanese IPBA delegates know that one of the
highlights of every Conference is the IPBA Japan
Night that takes place after the Welcome Reception. |
imagine that in the early years it would have started
out as a group of Japanese lawyers wanting to
continue drinking and chatting after the official
Welcome Reception. Nowadays, it has grown to an
organised after-party with good food and free flow of
alcohol paid for by our very generous friends from
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each conference’s Japanese delegation.

The recent Manila conference was no
exception as Japan Night was held at one of the hotel’s
larger meeting rooms with a wonderful buffet spread,
fine wines and fresh beer. The Japanese delegates and
their invited close friends (which | am grateful to be
part of) had a very good time and continued our
festivities well into the night. At one point, the
Chairman of the 2011 IPBA Conference in
Kyoto-Osaka, Mr. Shiro Kuniya, jokingly complained
that the organizers of the 2010 IPBA Conference in
Singapore had stolen a march on him. As the site of
the Kyoto Protocol, Kuniya-sensei was intending to
make climate change the 2011 conference theme but
Singapore had already chosen that topic for the 2010
conference theme. In addition, Kuniya-sensei was
intending to invite Al Gore to give the keynote speech
in 2011 but the organizers of the 2010 conference in
Singapore had already secured Al Gore for their
conference! Be that as it may, Kuniya-sensei is a very
dynamic and resourceful leader and none of us had
any doubt that he would be able to find another
interesting conference theme for our 2011 conference
in Kyoto-Osaka.

Japan Night was so successful that even after
the hotel closed the meeting room and withdrew all
their service staff, about 10 of us, including Mr.
Nobuo Miyake and Mr. Shiro Kuniya, simply
sauntered over to the lobby bar for another round of
drinks and dancing, well into the early hours of the
morning!

Over the course of the next two and a half
days, the Manila Conference proceeded well. Some
highlights include the keynote speech by Philippine
President, Mrs. Gloria Arroyo and the professional
dancing partners at the conference dinner on Thursday
night. About 20 young and highly skilled professional
dancers were available as ballroom dancing partners
for the conference delegates after the dinner on
Thursday night. IPBA President Mr. Gerald Libby
(U.S.A)), clearly enjoyed himself when was serenaded
by the very beautiful and talented singer and
subsequently slow-danced with her. Mr. Libby
couldn’t resist quipping “It’s great to be President!”

One conference session which garnered a lot
of interest was the Dispute Resolution Committee’s
session on Electronic Discovery. Many lawyers in
Asia who deal with international disputes have heard
of or personally had bad experiences with oppressive
discovery orders made by U.S. Courts. Such orders
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have become exponentially more costly and time
consuming where electronic devices are concerned
because the contents of every desktop computer,
laptop and mobile phone used by a company could
potentially have to be given over to the opposing party
in discovery. This conference session was so popular
that all seats were taken up with standing room only at
the back.

The Manila Conference farewell dinner was
another lively affair with a fireworks display and the
Filipino delicacy “balut” on offer for those brave
enough to try it. Balut is a boiled fertilized duck egg
with a nearly developed embryo inside. The trick is to
not look too closely at the embryo inside when you’re
eating it! After dinner, the cultural performances
included the singkil dance where 2 long bamboo poles
are held near the dancers’ feet and you have to step
correctly to the music to avoid having your ankles
squished when the bamboo poles are clapped together.
Once again, IPBA President Mr. Gerald Libby and
President-Elect Mr. Rafael A. Morales were invited to
try the singkil dance, followed by other delegates.

As we bade farewell to Manila and the old
and new friends we have made there, we look forward
to the next IPBA Conference in 2010 in Singapore.
Our Organising Committee is aware that many IPBA
members have been to Singapore many times and it is
therefore important to organise a conference involving
new and unique experiences in Singapore. We have
therefore chosen to hold the conference at the new
Marina Bay Sands Resort which is a luxury hotel and
casino complex that will open at the end of 2009 in
Singapore’s new business district. One conference
dinner will also be held at the Istana which is the
official residence of the President of Singapore.
Keynote speakers who have been confirmed for the
2010 Conference include Singapore’s Minister
Mentor Mr. Lee Kuan Yew and former U.S.
Vice-President and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Mr. Al
Gore. You can find out more about the 2010
Conference on our website at www.ipba2010.org and
we hope to see all of you in Singapore next year for
what promises to be a very exciting conference full of
new experiences, even if you have been to Singapore
many times before. See you in Singapore!
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