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Sophisticated KL!

Serena Isabelle Azizuddin
(Shearn & Delamore & Co., Malaysia)

The IPBA Annual Conference 2016 was the 1st inter-
national conference that I had attended. I was very
fortunate to have been given the chance to attend and
to mingle with over 900 delegates from around the
world. As it was my 1st conference, I was very appre-
hensive and nervous and was not sure of what to ex-
pect from such a large scale event.

ALUTETEI

However, all my fears were unfounded as during the
1st day of the Conference I was immediately wel-
comed and shown the great hospitality the IPBA is
famous for. The Welcome Reception held at the KL
Convention Centre was organised in such a way
which allowed all delegates to walk around and to
mingle with each other whilst enjoying various cultur-
al aspects which makes Malaysia great. As a proud
Malaysian, I felt even prouder seeing delegates from
many foreign countries learning how to paint “batik”
and learning how to mould bowls from our Royal Se-
langor pewter. The vast variety and choice of food was
impressive and it was a great evening to set the tone
for what was to be an immensely enjoyable and suc-
cessful Conference.
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The KL Convention Centre is an impressive and apt
place to hold the Conference. The breath-taking
view of the Petronas Twin Towers coupled with the
knowledge that we were in the very heart of the city
of Kuala Lumpur added to the atmosphere.

As the theme of the IPBA conference was “Diverse
Challenges, Global Solutions’, the speakers for the
plenary sessions on the 2nd day of the Conference
was chosen very wisely by the organisers. It was a
privilege and a delight being able to listen to the
Keynote speech by his Royal Highness, Sultan
Nazrin Shah, Ruler of the State of Perak, Malaysia.
His views on, amongst others, the Trans Pacific
Partnership and how it impacts Malaysia was in-
formative and definitely food for thought.

The Plenary sessions with its distinguished speak-
ers brought about lively debate and gave delegates
an insight into businesses around South East Asia
as well as the future of law firms in the 21st Centu-
ry. The Keynote speech and Plenary sessions set the
tone for the conference and was indeed an impres-
sive preview of what delegates could expect over the
next few days.

N =
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I attended Cross-Border Investment’s session on
“Infrastructure Investment in Asia-Private Invest-
ments in Public Infrastructure”. The structure of this
session was interesting as each of the knowledgeable
speakers spoke on their own region based on certain
topics. This session focused on Korea, Russia, Laos,
Myanmar and the Philippines. Interesting topics dis-
cussed were on legislation in relation to public private
partnership. I learnt an interesting fact about the
Philippines where the tollway unit of Metro Pacific
Investments Corporation has filed an arbitration suit
against the Philippines Government as the Toll Regu-
latory Board has failed to implement regular rate ad-
justments due from January 2013. The main cause for
the failure in implementation is due to the Govern-
ment’s concern on how they are perceived by the Pub-
lic.

The Gala Dinner was held on the same day at Manda-
rin Oriental and the theme was “Sophisticated KL!”
The food was delicious and the entertainment was
uniquely Malaysian as it featured a well-known come-
dian named Harith Iskandar whose routine had eve-
rybody in stitches. What I especially enjoyed though
was sitting at the same table with a diverse group of
delegates from many different countries such as Sin-
gapore, Netherlands, Japan, Hong Kong and Indone-
sia. We exchanged stories and experiences and many
already showed excitement for next year’s Annual
Conference in New Zealand.

After the Gala Dinner, a bus took a large group of us
to the after party at Zouk! As a local, I have been to
Zouk on quite a few occasions but this night was defi-
nitely the most memorable. The atmosphere of all of
us on the bus making our way to Zouk and all of us
trouping in and still wearing our delegates tag was a
sight to behold! We flooded the dancefloor and
“partied” things up! We really showed all the other
patrons in Zouk that lawyers really do know how to
work hard and party harder! Despite the late night
out, I was eager to make it right on time for the next
day’s early morning session.

As a whole, the layout of the Conference was really
thoughtfully done and it involved mini breaks be-
tween sessions complete with snacks and drinks avail-
able for everyone. Each meal was different and what
was particularly enjoyable was the Malaysian Chinese
luncheon on Friday 15th April 2016, which consisted
of many delicious courses.
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The Farewell Party held at the Sepang Internation-
al Circuit was a great end to the Conference, it was
really unusual and unique and the Organisers did a
great job in making sure all delegates had a fantas-
tic night out to remember the Conference by. We
were given the opportunity to visit the winner’s po-
dium and the control room which made the evening
even more special.

I will always carry fondly the memories I have made
during the Conference and I cherish the many
friends I have made. All in all I enjoyed the Confer-
ence tremendously and it has left me feeling reinvig-
orated and proud to be part of this profession. I
thank the organisers whole-heartedly for making
my 1st ever international conference truly unforget-
table and I hope that I will be blessed enough to at-
tend future IPBA Annual Conferences.
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“I found the IPBA a terrific opportunity to share and
refine my comparative corporate law and governance
research in an engaging setting with leading lawyers
from around the world. I was particularly impressed
with the significant representation of leading lawyers
from Japan, which demonstrates how the Japanese
bar is playing an increasingly significant role in the
development of global legal discourse—particularly in
Asia”
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My first IPBA experience

CHONG Chia Chi
(& - HERAREEEBHY AR —NVET 4 R)

I had always been intrigued by the stories I heard
about IPBA Conference - the diversities of delegates
from different countries, the various discussion topics
shared by practitioners, academics and top executives,
the friendship formed at the conference, and the ven-
ue and excursions where the Conference is held every
year. I was fortunate that Mori Hamada & Matsumoto
offered to sponsor my first attendance at the IPBA
Conference this year.

The venue of this year Conference is the capital of my
home country, Malaysia. I had grown up and studied
in Penang (a beautiful island state about 350km north
of Kuala Lumpur) but had spent 4.5 years in Kuala
Lumpur during my undergraduate course way back in
the early 2000s. I had been to the courts in Kuala
Lumpur quite frequently after I qualified as a Malay-
sia lawyer, but since started work in Singapore 6
years ago, I have only visited Kuala Lumpur a num-
ber of times for work related matters. Thus, I was re-
ally looking forward to attend and experience my first
IPBA Conference, and at the same time to catch up
with old friends and to see how the capital has
changed since I last visited.

Being a first timer to the Conference, I was a little
concerned that I do not know many of the delegates,
or how the Conference will turn out to be. The Wel-
come Reception was an ice breaker and a good start-
ing ground, as it was there that I met up with those
that I already knew (including a few Kyudai alumni),
people that I have worked with but have not met be-
fore, those that I have lost contact or have not seen for
a long time, and through them, I met new acquaint-
ances and made new friends. It was an interesting
and chilled-out reception night accompanied by deli-
cious local food and interesting cultural music and
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dance performances, all in one venue at the Grand
Ballroom of the KLCC Convention Centre.

The opening ceremony was held on the early morn-
ing of the very next day, with the keynote speech by
his Royal Highness Sultan Nazrin Shah. HRH is a
highly respected member of the royal families in
Malaysia, whose late father, Sultan Azlan Shah,
was also a highly respected judge and the Lord
President of Malaysia in the 1980s. Therefore, I felt
truly excited and honored to have the chance to at-
tend HRS’s keynote speech that day, and to listen to
his wise words and views on the current issues con-
cerning the politics and economies of Malaysia and
the region.

Another interesting session that I had attended was
the first plenary session with Dato’ Sri Nazir Razak
and Tan Sri De Tony Fernandes as speakers. As a
Malaysian, both speakers are prominent figures in
Malaysia economy, the former being the Chairman
of CIMB group (one of the biggest banking group in
Malaysia and one of the world’s largest Islamic
banks), and the latter being the co-founder of Air
Asia, the first low-cost airline in Malaysia and the
largest (in fleet size and destinations) low-cost air-
line in Southeast Asia, and most importantly, both
are very prominent and successful businessmen.
They spoke about various issues concerning interna-
tional trade, and perhaps most interestingly, they
shared their personal views on the need for, merits
and demerits of TPP. Having the views from non-
legal perspective is always interesting from the le-
gal perspective (at least, as far as I am concern), as
it gives crucial pointers as to the relationship be-
tween law and the economy within a country and
globally, the way the law should develop, and to
what extent the existing law is sufficient and effi-
cient to promote further economic growth.

Another seminar I attended was the one moderated
by Mr Takeshi “Matt” Komatsu, the co-
representative partner of Mori Hamada & Matsu-
moto Singapore, entitled “Outside Directors and/or
independent Directors; Diversity in Corporate Gov-
ernance”’. Professor Dr Dan Punchniak, one of the
few academics who attended the Conference as
speakers, was invited to be the lead speaker for this
session. Professor Punchniak had in depth
knowledge on the corporate governance in this re-
gion and is a leading comparative corporate law pro-
fessor teaching in the Faculty of Law, NUS. His in
depth research and understanding of various corpo-
rate governance issues from local and international/
comparative law perspectives provided interesting
insights and discussions to the session. I feel that
the involvement of academic like Professor Dan
Punchniak in the IPBA conference should be encour-
aged as the academics are able to provide insights
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on issues in greater depth than the legal practitioners,
even if it is only limited to theoretical point of view.
The academic’s research and view provides a sound
basis on which the law could and/or should develop.

Opening Ceremony on April 14th

Apart from the seminars, I also attended meetings
with other law firms from Malaysia and outside of
Malaysia to share views on the development of the
law in the relevant countries. As legal matters are
becoming increasingly crossing borders, the Confer-
ence 1s perhaps the most convenience avenue for the
representatives of each law firms to catch up and/or to
form new relationship with the representatives of oth-
er law firms.

Last but not least was the gala dinner on 14 May
2015, the 4th day of the Conference. Having spent the
last few days getting to know new people, I think that
the gala dinner was a good opportunity for all the del-
egates to relax and spend some time together at the
same venue. It is interesting to see legal practitioners
and non-practitioners from different countries and
different fields of practice gathering and spending
time together at the gala dinner.

The success of the Conference, to me, indicates one
important trend, that legal practice is no longer a
country specific work, but a global/cross borders prac-
tice. The attendance of the Conference is a sign that
we, lawyers, have embraced the international nature
of our practice. It is my hope, however, to see more
young lawyers attending this Conference in the fu-
ture. Given the chance, I would definitely attend the
conference to be held in New Zealand next year and
the years to come, and I also aspire to attend as a
speaker, not just a normal delegate, in the near fu-
ture.
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