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Special Message from the President of IPBA
made at Annual General Meeting in Singapore
May 5, 2010

The Spirit of Katsuura
IPBA President, LEESuet Fern
Stamford Law Corporation (Singapore)

Thank you all for attending our 20th IPBA Annual Con-
ference in Singapore. Some 1089 attended the
Singapore conference; we are deeply humbled that
so many of you have come. However, because this is
the IPBA, the success of any Conference is not mea-
sured by numbers attending, although that is naturally
important to the IPBA as an organisation. Because this
is the IPBA, the Conference is only successful if you
have found the content of our sessions useful and, most
importantly, had fun and friendship in Singapore. We
hope you have.

I would, however, like to
talk today about another
IPBA Conference and
the men behind it. This is
the very first IPBA Con-
ference in April 1991 at
the Tokyo Bay Hilton. It
may just be an amusing
coincidence that this 20th
Conference is also being
held at a “bay” hotel,
Marina Bay Sands. Our
very first President was
Justice Kunio Hamada,
who has continued to support the IPBA and was a
speaker at this 20th Annual Conference.

e

Perhaps it is also worthwhile today to pause and re-
member our origins.

Some of you may not be aware that the catalyst for
the formation of the IPBA were serious governance
issues at the Asia Pacific Lawyers Association. This
culminated in a meeting in late March 1990 of 9 law-
yers at Katsuura, Chiba Prefecture, Japan, the vaca-
tion home of Nosei Miyake. It was here at this villa
overlooking the Pacific that the ideals of the IPBA were
discussed, debated and formulated.

Whilst we recognise that the IPBA was, and is, the
work of many leaders, and many dedicated workers,
Singapore would like today to honour Nosei Miyake’s
particular contribution. Nosei is a lawyer and leader of
huge stature in Japan and the world over. More impor-
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tantly, it was his vision and leadership that helped form
the IPBA - an organisation that fills a vacuum of a
democratic forum where lawyers active or interested
in the region’s business are able to interact and ex-
change opinions. The IPBA is an organisation where
the leadership is primarily Asian, where lawyers of the
region have a greater opportunity to express themselves
and participate.

Nosei played a critical role not just in the founding of
the IPBA but throughout, till today. Nosei was the key
liaison amongst steering committee members during
the IPBA’s formation and was in fact responsible for
organising the first IPBA Conference in 1991. Indeed,
Nosei personally guaranteed 350 rooms at the Tokyo
Bay Hilton for the first Conference. As it was, many
more attended. Nonetheless, Nosei chose not to be the
first president. This is the very nature of this great
man. He has continued throughout these last 2 decades
working to support the IPBA in countless ways, often
in the background, continuing to organise, motivate, per-
suade those within the organisation. As testament to
these skills, it was he who persuaded me, against my
better judgement, to organise this 20th Conference in
Singapore. It is he who continues to ensure the Spirit
of Katsuura lives on at the IPBA.

gomwpBAdOOO0ODOOOOOOOOODOOOOn
gmoboboooo



We have had 2 rounds of standing ovations at this Con-
ference for strong men of passion, commitment and
leadership. There is a third. Can you all join me today
for a standing ovation to honour and thank Nosei
Miyake please.
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Before | conclude, | would like to make a few remarks
about the Presidency of the IPBA. In the founding of
the IPBA, Nosei Miyake and our founders saw the
Council of the IPBA as its governing body. At Katsuura
our founders felt that Council was needed to balance
the President’s power within the organisation. The
President’s role was conceived to be a visible ambas- ODooo D1i0msAldOOOOO DO IPBADD
sador of the IPBA and that he should not have many IPBADDDOO0ODDODOO0O0ODODO020100 600
substantive functions. The President would appoint,

preside and represent, but not dictate.

Itis in this spirit that | look forward to serving the IPBA
in the year ahead till we convene again in Kyoto. It is
in this spirit | ask you to join me in serving the IPBA, in
the Spirit of Katsuura.

Lee Suet Fern
5 May 2010
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